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TRAINING FOR CHURCH WORK | 
The Man of God 

“© T perceive that this is an holy man of God »_wohigh passeth ty us 
continually.” 2 Kings iv. 9. 


_ Wuen I was travelling up and down Eastern ai dei one 


of my constant prayers was that whatever other impressions 


might be left in the city and country churches which I 


visited so often, at least they might regard me as a man of 
God—a man like themselves with human needs and frailties, 
but one always in touch with the living God, speaking as His 
mouthpiece and living to commend the message which He 


entrusted tome. We need all the gifts with which God is 


able to endow: His Church in West China, but what we need _ 


most of all is men and women of God. 


‘Can such men and women be trained ? ‘This: issue of Four 
Streams describes various methods of training. It shows | 
how,much of our missionaries’ time must be given to com- 

mitting the inheritance of Christian truth which they have 
received “ to believing men, who shall be able to each 
others also” (2 Timothy ii. 2). And while it is true that 
much of their spiritual training is the work of the Holy 
Spirit Himself, yet the third chapter of 2 Timothy shows 
very clearly ca the “man of God ” is to be equipped or 


} ** outfitted ’’. There is no clearer statement in the Bible 


of the purpose for which the Book is given. The Scriptures 
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first of all make us “ wise unto salvation ”’, Adiditie a 


deeper wisdom |r merely intellectual knowledge can | 


afford, and that not in any mechanical way, but “ through 
faith in Christ Jesus”, the Subject of the Book. But in 
addition they are profitable i in a variety of ways. The man 


of God is ignorant and needs “ teaching” ; he is liable ~ 


to sin, and needs “* reproof ’ ; hes is liable to go astray, and 


needs to be “ set straight again he is liable to be slack, 


and he needs “ discipline °’. AW of us who have been in 
China know how in every one of these respects both mission- 
aries and Chinese workers urgently require this equipment. 
_ But it is equipment for work—* that the man of God may 
be perfect (z.e., fit for the purpose for which he is made), 
thoroughly equipped for every good Work.” ‘The man of 
God, at home in the secret place, comes forth prepared for 
work. The Scriptures do indeed satisfy his heart and 
enrich his mind, but primarily they train him for active 


service. 


This, then, §is the purpose of nearly all the activities 


described i in this magazine. O that, by the mighty working 
of the Spirit, they may produce men and women of 
whose impress on other lives will depend on their relation- 


ship with Him ! 
FRANK HoucuTon (Bishop) 


LETTER FROM BISHOP BEVAN 


Dear Friends of West China, 
In this issue it falls to my lot to address you. Matiy of 


you I had the joy of seeing at the splendid meeting in June 
and I am looking forward to doing so again at the farewell 


gathering for Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll which you will 
all, I trust, be able to attend. _ 


The Lambeth Campaign in June in which I was sent to’ 


_ represent China in the dioceses of Lichfield, Portsmouth 
‘and Worcester, gave splendid opportunities of presenting 
our message regarding the Worldwide Church and though 
Sr : spoke mainly in a more general way of the Sheng ie 
a number of new friends were made for West China. 
the Lambeth Conference is just over and I am off to 
| Hereford for a —" with my family. The time of my 
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return to China may be determined by the state of affairs — 
in Szechwan. Should any change for the worse occur, it 
would be right to return at once ; but if all remains quiet 
I should be guided by the opinion of Archdeacon Ts’ai and 
Mr. Williamson as to when I should go back. 

My last letter from Mr. Williamson was dated July 5th, 
in which he said that the local fears of an invasion of Eastern 
Szechwan by the Communist army in South Shensi had 
subsided. However, knowing how much the possession of 
the rich rice-producing area of Szechwan would mean to 
that army in solving its supply problem, one feels that the 


_ time of real danger would be just after the harvest. So 


there is time for me to ask for, and for you to act in, earnest 
prayer that this calamity of local war may be averted from 
the unfortunate people of Szechwan. We learned what this 


_ type of invasion meant in the years from 1932-1935. 


Actually my most recent letter, one from Tahsien, gives 


a most heartening account of a week’s evangelistic cam- 


paign, arranged by the local workers without any special 


_ speakers from outside. The whole Church pulled its weight. 


“New enquirers brought friends. Christians, men and 
women, brought friends and neighbours, circularized their 
streets with handbills and acted as ushers in the church 


where the meetings were held.”’. Each evening between 


four and five hundred people gathered, men far outnumber- 
ing women, and there was a large majority of younger men. 
between the ages of twenty and forty. Forty seven names 
in all were given in by those who said they desired to believe. 

It is wonderful to get news like this alongside of that of civil 


_ war and the exceeding complication of life on account of 


the progressive deterioration of the currency. The most 
heartening feature is that this campaign was an effort of 
the whole Church in that place. As my letter said, “Every 


single Christian worth the name did what they could.” — 


A letter from Archdeacon Wang indicates that the new 
cause at Kienkoh seems to be flourishing but he shows 
concern that there should be real follow-up and pastoral 
work done there. Again I commend them to your prayers. 
He also mentions the death of old Mr. Mao Sze-liang at 
Yingshan. He was one of the first Christians there, having 
been converted some fifty years ago. Living ten miles out 
in the country, even till quite recently he was to be found, 
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wet or fine, in his place in church each Sunday. 

There is much else I might refer to, but must not write 
at greater length. Thank you for your prayers and gms 
and all the encouragement your interest gives. 


Yours in Christ’s Service, | | | 
K. G. Bevan (Bishop). 


THEOLOGICAL TRAINING IN CHUNGKING 


THE Chungking Theological Seminary (in England ‘we 
should call it a college but in America and China they seem 
to like the term “semmary ”’), which was founded nearly 
four years ago, is by now beginning to get well into its 
stride. It has just on eighty students and would probably 

have a good many more if there were anywhere to put 
them, but the place is overflowing as it is. The Seminary 
is co-educational (another thing which is hardly common in 
English theological colleges) : about a quarter of the 
students are women, who do well on the whole—there is 
any amount of work awaiting them when they leave. 

“ One thing which makes time tables and teaching some- 

what complicated is that there are three separate grades, 

one for university graduates, one for those who have been 
through Higher Middle School, and one for those whose 
education has not gone beyond Lower Middle School. The 
first group takes a three-year course very much like that of 
a theological college in Great Britain : its first class gradua- 
ted last summer ; it consisted of three very promising young 
men, one of whom is now on the teaching staff himself. 

The second grade covers much the same ground but takes 
four years to do it; and the third, whose studies are along 
quite different lines, more like those of a Bible Institute in: 
America, has a three-year programme. Twelve students 
should complete their courses this summer, two each in the 

two higher grades and eight in the third. This gives a 

decidedly misleading idea of the relative numbers in the 
three grades : the middle one is actually slightly the largest, 
with the lowest not far behind ; the university he: 2983 | 
are a mere handful at present. | 


The practical side of the C.T.S. training is one of its 
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great features. Its situation right in the city of Chesigking, 

_and in none too salubrious a quarter at that, has many 
disadvantages, but it does at any rate make it easy for the 
students to get into the thick of gospel work. They take © 
part in evangelistic and other efforts in connection with 
various churches and in the open air, and organise or assist 
in quite a number of Sunday Schools. Besides this there 
are openings in a number of schools and colleges, in several — 
factories and other such places, and in the city prison, — 
where the Lord has been déing great things—some 240 
; prisoners have been baptised and also half a dozen warders. 

The students publish a magazine of their own, The 
Golden Candlestick (the name is taken from the college 
emblem), in the pages of which they may try out their 
youthful pens. It has by no means a bad circulation, 
maintains quite a high standard, and may well be of value 
in starting some of its contributors on the road to literary 
work. May it be so, for China is in great need of first-rate 
Christian books of every sort. 

As is natural in a college whose principal i is so notable a 
preacher as Marcus Ch’eng, homiletics receives a great deal 
of attention : apart from ordinary classes in the subject, 
the whole school assembles every ‘Saturday morning for a 
veritable orgy of homiletics. ‘Iwo or three students preach 
for twenty minutes or a quarter of an hour each ; then two 
other students are pounced upon without warning to criticise 
the speakers’ efforts, two members of the staff follow them, 
and finally the principal winds up. It is rather drastic, © 
_ but thoroughly worth while, as well as frequently being 
quite good fun. 

Although the C.T.S. is not a mission college—it is 
actually quite independent and is unconnected with any 
denomination—only a third of the members of the teaching 
staff are Chinese. It is exceedingly difficult to find suitable 
people willing to take part in this work. Mr. Cheng himself 
is thinking in terms of graduates of the college joining its 
staff in due course, but, in spite of the fact that one of the 
very first three has already done so, it looks as if that will 
be a very slow process. In the meanwhile it provides as 
rewarding a field for missionary endeavour as could well be 


imagined. 
Burson. 
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THEOLOGICAL TRAINING IN CHEN GTU 


Ir is becoming increasingly more apparent that. the training 
of an indigenous ministry is the very foundation work of |. 
our missionary programme. It is futile to think to build 
the Church without the ground work of theological instruc- 
tion. The perennial problem in‘our work out here is that 
of the shortage of properly trained workers to care for the 
churches and to take advantage of the present opportunities 
for the spreading of the Christian Evangel. | 
West China is fortunate in having such an institution as 
the West China Union Theological College, itself an 
evidence of the spirit of co-operation which exists between 
the various church groups in this part of China. Certain 
advantages of co-operation along this line are quite obvious. 
For one thing, no single group would be able to run such 
an institution effectively alone. At the same time joint 
training of the future clergy is probably the most effective 
means of furthering the Church unity which we are all so 
eager to bring about. | 
Since the College was founded ten years ago more than a 
hundred students have been graduated, and eighty per cent 
_ of these are to-day actively engaged in church work. The 
present enrolment is between fifty and sixty. . The College 
offers four different courses : 1. The Theological Course — 
for Senior Middle School graduates requiring four years of 
study and leading to the degree of B.Th. 2. The Junior — 
Course for Junior Middle School graduates requiring two 
years of study. 3. The Refresher Course for Church - 
workers which requires one year of study. 4. Recently 
the College has been experimenting with a five-year course 
for gifted Senior Middle School graduates who in addition 
to their theological degree also wish to obtain a University 
degree. The students are enrolled both in the Theological 
College and in West China Union University and are 
supposed to be able to obtain enough credits to satisfy the 
- requirements of both institutions in the course of five years, 
the University having agreed to recognize certain of the 
’ courses given in the Theological College. 
One of the basic needs of the College at the present time 
_ is to strengthen the Chinese side of the staff. Whilst it is 
very helpful to have missionary teachers with solid theo- 
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logical learning and practical experience in church work, 
it is even more necessary to have enough Chinese teachers 
who in addition to these qualifications have deep rootings 
in Chinese culture. We are still in the beginnings as far 
as an indigenous theology is concerned, but it is very import- 
ant that institutions like our own should be pioneering along 
this line. The clergy who are trained in our School ought 
to be able to stand their ground in a society which has 
always held learning in high esteem. Above all they must . 
be able to preach the Gospel in a language which the 
cultured people of this land will understand ; but it must 
be the Gospel which is preached. Too often what one > 
hears is but the humanistic teachings of China’s own sages 
although it is clothed in the vocabulary of Christian teach- 
ing. ‘The Christian Church stands for a definite truth, 
namely the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. If the minis- 
try fails here, there is no justification for its existence in 
China. 

Equally important is the selection of students. It is a 
hopeful indication of the stage reached in our work that we 
are In a position to pay more attention to quality also in this 
respect. We insist that every student accepted for training 
should have at least one year of practical work before he is" 
allowed to graduate. If the Selection Committee is not — 
satisfied that the student during his practical year has shown 
evidence of having a real Divine Call for the ministry, he 
is not allowed to continue his training even though he may > 
already have done a year or two in the College. Of the 
applicants who have been before our Sheng Kung Hui » 
Students’ Selection Committee during the last month or | 
two more than half have been turned down, even though the 
academic qualifications of some of them were very good. 
It may seem that our present policy is too strict, but experi- 
ence has taught us that it has to be so. 

We should like to invite our friends and supporters 
‘at home to join with us in prayer that the Theological 
College in the hand of God may become what it really 
should be, wz., a place of spiritual power and learning, 
where young people are built up in the faith and fitted to 
become worthy successors in the noble tradition of the : 


historic ministry. | 
S. Horn. 
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THE TRAININ G OF ‘WOMEN 
‘THe training of women to take their place as fulltime 
workers in the Church is a side of the work that has caused 
us great perplexity for many years. Young women still — 
marry early in Szechwan, and family cares soon crowd in 
upon them and make it impossible for them to do much 
work outside their homes. ‘This is the reason why, in the 
past, so many elderly widows were employed as Church 
workers. ‘These women did excellent work, considering 
their limitations, but the time has come when a better 
educated worker is needed. 
Girls of High School grade do come forward and say - 
they wish to work for the Church, but they usually mean > 
that they wish to be trained as nurses or teachers. After 
training some of them do remain with us in Church 
Hospitals or Schools, but there is such a big demand for ~ 
them in Government Institutions that sometimes they are 
tempted away. Students of Senior High School or College 
grade occasionally come forward and ask for Theological 
Training, and when they have done one year or so they 
They should, ofcourse, be better able to take their 
places in the Christian Community because of the special — 


training they have had ; but it leaves us with the same _ 


_ problem of where to findfull-time Church workers. 
__ Last year, therefore, we decided to open a Training 
School in Mienyang this Spring, in the old Women’s 
School premises where Miss Wells laboured for so many 
_years. This will be the Gertrude Wells Memorial School. 
During the Autumn we combed the diocese for suitable 
candidates of at least Junior Middle School grade, able and 
willing to give themselves to God for this work. The result 
was that one applicant of Higher Primary grade came 
forward, and several others applied who had not even 
| reached that standard !. So we came to the conclusion that 
our Training School would have to have a very elastic: 
curriculum, and that we must give the students what they 
lacked in ordinary education, as well as their Bible Studies 
and Training. This means that training will take longer, 
but if a better grade of worker is produced it will be time 
well spent. 
eee ergy were notified 0 of the modification of plans, and 
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_ the result was that twelve applications came in, and we 
opened School with these twelve. Most of them need 
individual tuition in some subjects, but we at last have © 
them sorted into three classes. Four are doing Junior 
Middle, three Higher Primary and the other five are in the 
lowest grade, some even learning to read and write. Not 
all the twelve are prospective Churchworkers, and three 
were not yet Christians when School opened. Iteseems 
good to have a small proportion of non-Christians in a 
School of this sort, so long as there are not enough of them 
to create their own atmosphere. As it is, these three have 
fitted into our atmosphere very well. One of them told me 
- cheerfully that her husband, who has recently been con- 
verted, sent her here to be changed and cured of her bad 
temper! We have had only one exhibition of the bad 
temper during the whole term, and it was encouraging to 
watch how the Christian girls had patience with her and 
tried to help her. She is very much softened, but shows 
no sign as yet of spiritual awakening. | | 
Five of the twelve are taking Sunday School Training and 
on Sunday afternoons the school becom mes a Sunday School 
and these five have the opportunity*to put into practice 
_ what they are learning about Sunday School methods. 

All the twelve are studying the Seale the Prayer Book 
and Christian Doctrine, and a little Old Testament. Evan- 
gelistic training and practical work will be begun 7 some 
of them next term. 

One of the three non-Christian girls showed great — 
interest in morning and evening prayers, which all attend, 
and also in her Bible studies, and towards the end-of the 
term told me she believed and would like to be 7 Prepares 
for Baptism. _ 

The School has been fortunate in havi a group ‘of 
keen part-time teachers, all of whom have entered fully © 
into the spirit of the venture and spared no pains to help. 
Mr. Arnold Lee has also been helping us by giving a course 
on the Creed. Next term we hope to have with us 
Ho Ru-Lan, whom many readers will remember, as full- 
time resident teacher. 

_ Please pray for these students. Soon after the opening of 
the Autumn Term we hope to have a Women Workers’ 
Retreat for Prayer and Bible Study, in which the School 
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will share. Most of our workers have not been out of their 
stations for two or three years and we want this Retreat 
to be a time of rest and inspiration for them ; and the young — 
people who are just beginning their training should find 
help and refreshment in ‘Meeting those who are veterans 


in the work. 
We trust that God may have some soul-winners among 


these students—even among some who seem least promising 
at present. The work is His, not ours, and He will show us 
His will as we go forward step by step with Him. 


‘STEWART. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ TRAINING CLASS 


THE need of stimulating our Sunday School work has long 


been felt, and after months of prayer and thought, it was. 


decided to hold a ten-days’ ‘Training Class for Sunday School | 
Teachers, or potential teachers, at Tahsien in the early part. 
of May. It was only possible to invite those within a 
reasonable distance, and if we could have held it during 
School holidays we should probably have had .a_bigger 
attendance ; but there were obstacles in the way which 
made that time almost impossible. As it was, we had ten 
delegates from a distance, representing six Churches, and 
quite a number of Tahsien workers, Sunday School teachers 
and others, attended the meetings as often as they could. 
Of the ten from other places, three were experienced 
Sunday School teachers, while of the remaining seven, some 
were beginners in the art, and some had never taught at 
all, but they were all young people with possibilities. 

| Each day began with Morning Watch at 7 a.m. and the 
daily programme included devotional Bible studies on 


_. “* God’s Preparation of the Worker ”, a most appropriate 


topic, the study of which was much blessed to the students. 
This was by talks on Teaching Methods 
‘Child Psychology”, Preparation of Lessons ” etc. 


A quiet half hour at midday gave opportunity to think 


over and assimilate the morning’s lessons. Part of the 
afternoon was occupied with preparation, singing class, 
and a practice teaching class ; for this event we borrowed, 
each day, a class of pupils from the Church Day School, 
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and each of our students had to take their turn in giving a 
. gay og lesson and facing the criticism of the others after 

but it was all done in a spirit of friendliness and help- 
fen: and those who taught for the first time were treated 
very tenderly ! ! Evening sessions provided a good variety, 
starting off with a social evening and games, when we really 
got to know one another ; and a witness meeting on Sunday 
evening when several told of “ How I was saved ”. Week. 
night topics included “ The Art of Story telling’, ‘“‘ The 
Use of Flannelgraph”’, ‘“ Object Lessons”, ‘“ How to 
Increase Attendance at "Sunday School ”’, (when it trans- 
pired that the more acute problem was how to increase 
the number of teachers, rather than the number of pupils !). 

' How to Lead a Child to Christ ”, “Use of Wordless 
Book ”’, etc. ae 
_ Aspecial sermon in Church on Sunday morning reminded 
parents and grown ups of their duty towards the children, 
and some of the stories and anecdotes told by Mr. Crockett 
brought him further invitations to speak in Government 
Schools and to groups of students and young people. 

A mid-week whole day picnic made a welcome break in > 
the routine. We took dinner for the whole party, about 
twenty-five of us, up to the hill bungalow, a beautiful walk 
of about twenty i each way, and there, while waiting for | 
the dinner to cook, one of the lesson periods and the sin 
class were carried on. It was a good day, enjoyed by all, 
and we came home tired but happy. 

The Tahsien Church leaders took the opportunity of 
these visitors being amongst us to arrange a Music 
Evangelistic evening on the second Saturday ; a long 
programme comprising thirty items was drawn up. Out- 
side friends were invited and a large gathering of students 
and others pretty well filled the Church. Each solo or song — 
was explained and the Gospel message drawn from it — 
before being rendered. ‘The items included solos, duets, and 
choir pieces by various performers ; one especially attrac- 
tive item was a children’s hymn sung by the four little 
daughters of ‘our Sunday School Superintendent. A 
- welcome guest, the celebrated music master of the Provincial 
Middle School, sang ‘‘ There were Ninety and Nine ’”’. 
Another young Christian master in a Government School 
had taught some of his scholars a hymn from the Christian © 
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hymn book, which they sang very nicely accompanied by 
their own percussion Band. Twice during the evening 
were the missionaries given the opportunity to preach a 


short, clear, direct Gospel message. We had had a good > 


two hours or more, but at 10 p.m. the Middle School boys 


had to leave to return to School, and others in the large 


congregation began to get restless, so, when it was discovered 


that we were only as yet about half-way through the pro- | 


gramme, the Pastor wisely announced that the other half 
would be given at a later date. _ It was an opportunity to 
present the Gospel message in an attractive way, and when 


at the close decisions were asked for some hands were 


~ raised, for which we thank God. oe 
And now the Sunday School Teachers’ Training Class 
is over, and we are grateful for the happy spirit among 
those who attended ; for the smooth running of arrange- 
ments ; for board and accommodation ; for good weather 
most of the time ; for interest manifested and help given 
by local Church people. What of concrete results? It 
1s a little too early to say ; but some testified to having 
been quickened and blessed, and some of those who came 
_ from Churches where there is no children’s work carried 
on, declared their intention of seeing what can be done 
about it ; we can only pray that God will strengthen their 
_ desire to serve Him among the children and translate it 


into actual fact. 


BIBLE SCHOOLS 


WHat comes to your mind as you read this title? A school 
_ with rows of desks, rows of students pencil and notebook in 
hand, blackboard and maps? Or do you think of gather- 


ings at Bible Conferences, several meetings a day, a 


devotional atmosphere with singing and prayer, some 
eager Bible lovers with a pencil, but most of the audience 


intent on listening? Bible Schools in East Szechwan ~ 
seem to be a cross between the two. Sometimes they are © 


called Summer schools because they are held in the hot 


- month of the year when the people are not busy on the 
farms. Sometimes they are called the New Year Bible 


School because they are held in the first month of the 
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‘Chinese New Year when all are on holiday bent, but in 


every case the object is the same, that catia: may be 
built up in the Word of God. 

A Bible School may be long or short, sometimes in a 
small place only three days, often a week long, and sometimes 


ten days. Then I have known a month’s Bible School for 


young men, three months’ Bible School for young women, 
a fortnight’s Bible School for Leaders, or for Sunday School 
teachers ; and often there is a short Bible School for such 
special purposes as extra teaching before Baptism OF 


Confirmation. 


They are planning the Annual maser School in the 
Siianhan district just now. The first question is, the speakers? 
Then the date. With these two settled, out go the invita- 
tions to every little country church in the pastorate and 
also to isolated Christian families. The invitation states 
the date, place, speakers, and the amount of rice or its 
equivalent in money to be brought in by those attending. 

The days are full, for everyone wants to make the most 
of the precious opportunity. Early morning, one sees 
small groups, or individuals quietly reading and praying. 
At seven o'clock all gather for a short morning worship, 
and then comes breakfast. After breakfast the resident 


crowd are joined by others who live not too far away to 
‘walk in each day and ‘classes begin, according to the 


knowledge, not the age of each person. Sometimes a 
hymn is memorised by all, or a passage of Scripture. Those 
who can read prepare the passages which will be used that 
day, others help those who cannot: read fluently, while 
small groups study a catechism, a book of important Bible 
texts, or the Morning Service. 

There are usually two morning classes of one to one and 


a half hours each, with a short break in between. Some- 


times one is a topical Bible study, while the other is a 
definite Book. A new chorus sometimes presses home the 
theme, and each meeting closes with one or more leading 
in prayer. The afternoon meeting follows the same line, 
and then many go off for a walk. The evening meeting 
often takes the form of. Testimony, Praise or Prayer, and 
sometimes local folk are invited in and the address is a 
Gospel Message. | 
The meal-times and afternoon stroll are very important. 
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With the joy of being together, there is the opportunity of 
learning about the other people’s point of view, their 


‘difficulties, the church from which they come, and their 


own spiritual position. The Chinese Christian and the 
missionary meet on common ground and are at one in the 


Lord, and a new and deeper sympathy is manifested as 


they pray and work together. 

‘Wandering together along the mountain paths the > 
women, rejoicing at being free from home responsibilities 
for a short time, unburden their hearts and draw close to 
the Lord, and the young girls ask questions and speak of 


things that le near their hearts. Perhaps the best Bible 


teaching is done when individuals slip quietly into your 
room and tell of some personal problem, and together 
you turn the pages of the Book for the Lord’s reply to such 


questions or dilemmas. 


Why a Bible School? Are not the weekly services 
sufficient ? How dull the year would be without the 
seasons !. and how dull our lives would be without those 
special times of Conference, or holiday, or festival. Christ- 
ians living in isolated country parts, walking anything | 
from three to five miles or even more to Sunday worship, | 


~ look forward to the annual Bible School as THE event of 
_ the year. No longer are they a member of the tiny 


struggling church of such and such a market, but they are 


_members. of the ‘‘ whole company of saints ”’, and really 


see here and now some of the ‘‘ Church militant ’’. Some- 
times the weekly discourse is fanciful in interpretation, and 
the delivery stumbling and uncertain. A heavy rain, and 
the path is impassable, so perhaps for weeks, from one 
reason or another, the family cannot get to Sunday worship, 
and You know how easily your heart gets cold towards the 
Lord. But the Bible School !...Faces lighten as ‘one and 
another tells of this Bible School here and the other there. 

The hymns learned are never forgotten, the truths impressed 


_ day after day become part of the personal faith of the hearer, 


those Bible lessons taught are never forgotten, the weak 
are strengthened and the strong made stronger, because 
all met the Lord at the Bible School. / 
Marion M. Parsons. 
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STUDENTS?’ RETREAT, ‘CHEN GTU—SPRING 1948 


A RETREAT in the noisiest part of a city to the accompani-- 
ment of a shoe sale advertized by gramophone and loud 
_ speaker does not sound promising. Yet the twenty-seven 
students, as well as the ‘‘day members” of our Spring 
| Conference at Pi-Fang-Kai, Chengtu, all agreed that it 
was a time of rich blessing—and their claim has been 
justified by the visible changes and enrichments in ther 
lives during the succeeding months. 

The first necessity of a well-run conference here is that 
the daily programme shall cover every minute of the 
twenty-four hours, whether it finally be strictly adhered to 
or not. Consequently we had to decide how to balance 
our time between worship, study, work, play and sleep— 
not an easy matter. The day began at 6.30 a.m. with 
rising bell, and Morning Prayer at seven; after drill, 
breakfast, and general tidy-up, the study sessions began at 
g a.m., and went on, with a mid-morning break, until 
noon. The afternoons were variously occupied with games, 
and evangelism, while the evening meetings finished each 
night with compline at g p.m. and lights out (officially) 
at ten. Into this general outline of activities we wove the 
pattern and theme of the Conference. 

The general subject of the Retreat was ‘ Foundations 
of the Faith—In Belief and Practice ”, and we took as our 
motto the words over the Holy Table in the Church : 
‘* Our Aim is to Seek the Lord ’’. At the first study session 
each morning Dr. Sverre Holth took a series of talks on 
-. “The Fundamentals of Christian Belief”, using the 

Apostles’ Creed as his basis. These talks proved exceedingly . 
valuable, and were deeply appreciated. So many students 
are longing for clear statements of Biblical theology on the ~ 
big questions of their faith, and. God very signally blessed 
Dr. Holth’s ministry here. The second study period dealt © 
with ‘“‘ Fundamentals of Christian Practice ’’, and included 
talks on Worship, Prayer, Bible Reading, Witness, Personal 
Work, and the Bible as a means of Evangelism, given by 
a panel of selected speakers. These talks also met a real. 
need, being simple, practical, and full of valuable material. 

On three afternoons and one evening a number of 
evangelistic meetings were taken, covering a country 
evangelistic centre, city preaching halls, the leprosarium, 
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a Government workhouse, and a prison. Each of these 
meetings held its own interest and served a treble purpose : 
they provided outings from the comparatively cramped 
quarters of the compound ; they gave opportunities to 
express what had been learned in the morning sessions ; 

- and they were a source of real inspiration to the students 
themselves, contributing materially to the success of the 
Conference. At first, most students were thoroughly 
scared. As one little lass exclaimed in blushing confusion : 
“What ? Me? get up and Speak?” However, once she 
(and likewise most of the others) got up, the difficulty was ° 
~ to get them to Stop! Through this work they found a 
new liberty in their Christian life and witness, and a new 
and deep source of joy in working for the Master. 

The other meetings were quite informal—Tuesday. was 
an evening of music and worship, which served to break 
down the last barriers of strangeness and awkwardness, 
and prepared us for much joy to follow. Wednesday 
afternoon was given over to games—a welcome break in 
the midst of an otherwise strenuous week. ‘Thursday 
evening there were lantern slides, a magnificent set dealing 
with the Passion, Crucifixion and Resurrection ; this was 
followed by a “ ‘Service of Lights ’’, and compline i in the 
_ Church. This was one of those meetings that is charged 
with the power of the Holy Spirit : there was no discussion 
that night, but everyone went quietly and thoughtfully to 
bed. On Friday night a: testimony meeting was held in 
Bishop Maxwell’s sittingroom : an atmosphere of.cheerful 
‘ fellowship prevailed that was a living illustration of St. 
Paul’s “joy in the Holy Ghost’. Testimonies were 
varied, and decidedly refreshing—the sum and substance of 
them was: “ This Christian life is a far more exhilarating 
_ thing than we ever dreamed : we want more of it—and 

more of Him”. This exhilaration, modified by a deep 

_ solemnity, was carried over into the Church as we met 

finally round the Lord’s Table ; we knew that He was 
truly amongst us dispensing the blessings of His triumph 
as we shared the symbols of His victory. As we parted — 
_ that night, and went to our homes the following day, each 
of us felt we had reached new depths of experience—depths 
attained in prayer, study, witness, and vital contact with > 
our Living Lord. R. W. Bowr. 
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DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION FOR WESTERN CHINA 


A Day of Prayer and Gifts was held on Wednesday, 
June 23, 1948, when a Service of Holy Communion was 
conducted at 11 a.m. in the Vestry Chapa of St. Bride’s 
(by kind permission of the Vicar) by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
K. G. Bevan. About twenty friends attended, and were 
led by the Bishop in thanksgiving and prayers for the work 


~ in the two Dioceses. 


The Annual Meeting of the Association, held at 3 p.m. 
in the Bible House (by kindness of the B. and F.B.S. ), was 
attended by between fifty and sixty people, the Chair being 


_ taken by the Rev. L. F. E. Wilkinson, who read a cabled 


message of loving greetings from Bishops Song and Max- 
wen. 

After the opening hymn and prayer, the Chairman spoke 
briefly on the message of 2 Chron. xx. 22—‘‘ When they 
began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments . f 
pointing out that “ Praise changes things” and that, 
since the battle is not ours but God’s (v. 15) it is already 
won. We are co-partners with Him. 

After the election of the Hon. Treasurer, Organising 
Secretary and Executive Committee for the ensuing year, 
the deaths were reported of four Vice-Presidents : The Rt. 
Hon. the Viscount Caldecote ; A. W. Churchill Esq. ; 
the Rev. Canon S. M. Warner ; and the Rev. W. H. 


- Aldis. Mr. Churchill wes one of the founders of the 


Association ; and Mr. Aldis had not only edited the maga- 
zine for a number of years, but had long been a valued 
member of the Executive Committee. The following 
Resolution was passed by the meeting ; 

RESOLVED that this Annual Meeting recalls with thank- 
fulness the services rendered in past years to the Association 
by these friends and expresses warm sympathy with the 
surviving members of their respective families, to whom a 
copy of the next issue of Four Streams containing a record — 
of this Resolution shall be sent. 

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Audited Accounts 
and Balance Sheet for the year ended March 31, 1948 


_ showing receipts (including the balance of £138/13/3 from 


the previous year) amounting to £768 /11/7 in addition to 
the £200 33% War Loan investment. Sums remitted to 


the anne in China, > £493/ I 318: with Home Expenses 
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£222/16/6, making a total expenditure of £686/11/9, left - 
a Balance in hand of £81/19/10 besides that investment. 
The Accounts were formally adopted by the Meeting. 

Stressing the facts shown by these that the income of 
the Association was still falling, owing to the death of many 
old subscribers and other causes, the Chairman then 
introduced a Letter, signed by the Archbishop of Sydney 
and by Bishop Bevan, which was being distributed to all 
friends of the D.A.W.C. and would be accompanied later 
by a special leaflet in course of preparation, asking each 
one to try and secure the prayers and gifts of at least one 
new subscriber during the next few months, so that the 
increasingly urgent needs of the two Dioceses might be 
more adequately met. 

Bishop Bevan, in his address, pointed out that friends 
at home are just as near, at the Throne of God, to West 
China as those actually working on the field, and thanked 
them all for continued support by prayer. He also ex- 
pressed thanks to the Committee and officers of the Associa- 
tion for all the time and thought they gave to securing 
help for the work. Above all, he thanked God for the — 
heritage He has given us in West China and for the founda- 
_tions that have been laid there. Referring gratefully to 
the financial help given through the D.A.W.C., he told of © 
the uses to which the Bishops’ Discretionary F unds are put 
and of how the money sent helped to make up for the loss 
of funds through former investments in Shanghai, and to - 
provide a pension for Bishop Ku who had kept the work 
going in Boxer days, had given so many years of faithful 
_ service and now, when his strength and his eyes had failed 
him, had retired from active work but was engaged in 
writing a history of the Eastern Szechwan Diocese. Arch- 
deacon T’s’ai is acting as Commissary during Bishop 
Bevan’s absence, and special prayer is needed for him. 


The Bishop spoke of the difficulties of the present political 


situation, with a Communist force just over the border 
threatening the north-east corner of the Diocese, and asked . 
for prayers that this atheist, Communist menace, setting 
itself up against God, may be brought to nothing. We 
can give thanks that the Church is founded and is at home 
in West China ; but the need is still tremendous, and the 


opportunities many. Everywhere the young people give 
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a warm welcome to the Gospel message ; they are wanting 
to find a resting place for their souls. ‘This is. especially 
marked among University and Middle School students 
who are asking for teaching>y~In one place, they had 
begged for one hour a week to fe set apart for explaining — 
the Gospel to them in Chinese. In the Medical work, too, © 
patients come from miles away, hear the Gospel, and go 
home taking literature with them to spread the message. — 
In the Langchung Hospital, there has been great encourage- 
ment in the Nursing School, which has proved so fruitful 
spiritually in the conversion of the nurses. In the country 
work, too, the Gospel is spreading from home to home by 
~ natural expansion. Another encouraging feature is the 
gradual growth in the staff of workers as Chinese Christians _ 
offer themselves to be trained for the ministry. All these 
things call for praise as well as for the continuance of — 


persistent prayer. 


told liow che had been aide. with” 


her husband, to revisit West China in 1945 entirely without 
expense to GM. S., as a result of her War work. In 
gratitude for the way in which many of them had been 
entertained in Sydney during the War, the Royal Navy 
took them to China free of charge and the R.AF. flew 
them from Hongkong. ‘The aim of their visit had been to 
see how things had altered through the war. Evacuees 
had trekked to West China from other parts and had got 
a new view of the Province which they _had previously 
looked on as the “ back of beyond’. Many-of the down- 
river Christians had been very helpful in Church work ; 
and the West China Christians had got a new vision of the 
whole Church to which they belong. She had realised 
more than ever that nominal Christianity cannot stand 
against Communism ; those who join the Church must 
have a. personal knowledge of Christ. She had been 
struck by the change in the outlook of young people and — 
by the new freedom which allowed young men and women 
not only to study. together but to walk about together i in 
-- complete freedom. She was convinced that missionaries 
~ must do more for the /eisure hours of these young folk. a 
Archbishop Mowll, who followed, referred to his 
Consecration just twenty-six years ago on June 24 and how 
he was bas in oe by cad Cassels until the end 
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of the year so that he might establish the Diocesan Associa- 
tion on a firm basis. Mr. Aldis, who had so recently left 
us, was then Bishop Cassels’ right-hand man ; and through- 
out the twenty-six years he himself had valued his friendship 
and counsel. He spoke of the triumphant note of the 
funeral service. He also referred to the faithful service 
given to the Association through its twenty-six years of 
life by the Hon. Treasurer, by Mr. Stewart, Hon. Secretary 
of the Wimbledon Auxiliary, by successive Secretaries and 
when his place was taken by our new Chairman, with all 
_ his drive and ability. Hitherto, the major support of the — 
Association had come from former missionaries ; but now 
there is great need to strengthen that support through 
obtaining new members, so that the two Dioceses may make ~ 
the strongest possible evangelical witness, and for this the 
Bishops need money as well as prayer. It is not possible 
to start a brarich of the D.A.W.C. in Australia, but a 
monthly Prayer Meeting for West China is held in the 7 
Chapter House in Sydney, and contributions through a 
Thankoffering Box and other sources are sent through the 
Association to help in the support of Bishop Ku and in 


-. Other ways. Bishop Song had twice visited Sydney, where 


his lectures at the University had been much appreciated ; 
_ and one of his sons is now studying there. He spoke, too, 
of Bishop Ku’s extraordinary knowledge of the Word of 
God, and how remarkable is his obvious love of his Saviour. 
_ The Archbishop had been particularly struck by the 
wonderful gathering at the Jubilee Service in Chengtu in 
1945 which was attended by a number of the old-type 
Chinese scholars, still honoured and respected by all for 
their learning and their beautiful calligraphy ; by modern 
Chinese in western dress and their wives in western fashions ; 
and by all the leading officials of the city—a great tribute 
to the position held by Bishop Song, who had in his work 
the valuable help of Bishop Maxwell. It was difficult to 
speak in his presence of Bishop Bevan ; but he felt that if 
his leaving West China had: done no other good thing it 
had at least paved the way for the leadership of Bishop 
Bevan, who was so obviously the right man for his job and 
a real gift of God to Eastern Szechwan. 

_ He begged his hearers to see the situation in perspective. 
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In the news and in the Press, the focus lately had been all on 
Palestine ; and it was remarkable that so little attention 
had been paid to China, where three-quarters of the human 
race was in jeopardy and had suffered not only material 
but grave moral injury and moral paralysis due to a long 
and exhausting war. We have a great responsibility to. 
keep China to the fore and to see that the next chapter 
in her long history is brighter than the last. 
_ The Archbishop then closed the meeting with prayer 
and the Blessing ; after which the company adjourned for 
tea. 

The gifts sent by friends unable to attend the meeting | 
amounted to £82/13/o which, with the collections, £ 19/16/1 
give £102/9/1 as the financial result of the day. 


-PERSONAL NOTES 


We offer congratulations and good wishes to the Rev. 
CC. W. J. Searle-Barnes and Miss P. V. Gunn who were 
married on July 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire, with Irene and Joan sailed 
for China on July 7, and Rev. B. F. and Mrs Adeney 
on July 30. Rev. and Mrs. W. H. C. Simmonds have 
also returned to East Szechwan. 


Rev. W. J. Picton was ordained deacon on June 24 in 
the Chapel of Oakhill College. He and Mrs. Picton will 
remain in England for deputation work until the close of — 
the year. 

Rev. and Mrs. D. N. Sargent and their children arrived — 
in England on July 21 after spending the first part of their 
furlough in the U.S.A. 


Mr. John Sung sailed on July go on the S.S.Carthage to 
return to his work in the Mienyang School. 


- Rev. David and Mrs. Hsii have resigned from their 
work in the Hospital Chaplaincy at Langchung and will, 
for the time being, remain in that city as self-supporting 
_workers giving voluntary help in Church work. 


Mr. Ts’ai Yoh-seng, son of Archdeacon T's’ai, having 
_ finished his course at the Chungking Theological School, - 
is going to his first appointment as lay worker in T’ienkiang. 
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ang En-ts’ eh, after several years of . strenuous 


work ienkiang, is goimg this pats term to the 
Chungking 1] 1eological School for z a year’s refresher course. 


Deaconess Lu, cn, retired for some years, has been 
giving much voluntary service at Tahsien, but i is now not in 
good health and finds much | limited. 


Much sympathy will be felt with Dr. and Mrs. Cite 
(both now in chile country) in the news they have received 
of their little daughter’s. accident in which she dislocated 
her neck. Latest reports tell of her good progress, and 
prayer is asked for her complete recovery, as well as for her 
parents in this time of anxiety. 


Dr. Armstrong reports much encouragement in the, 


Langchung Hospital, where three of the workers have been 
_ baptised recently and eleveri nurses ‘confirmed. There is 

urgent need for a man and a woman evangelist for the 
— and for more nurses. 


"Archbishop and Mrs. Mowill are expec rar to leave 
_ England in October for return to Sydney. A Farewell 
- Meetiiig has been planned by the D. ‘A. W. C. to be held 
(D.V.) on September goth at 3.15 p.m. at the Bible House, 
Queen Victoria Street, at which all friends will be warmly 
welcomed. 
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Prayer Cycle 
EASTERN SZECHWAN : 
LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PAGHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG 


| NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
K WANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 


CHUHSIEN, WU- CHIA-CH’ANG. 


TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 
WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH, 


_WANHSIEN. | 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 
MOWCHOW. 


P'ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU ‘Diocese. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 
ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 

TEHYANG. 

KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 

SINTU. 

CHONGKIANG. 

CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


| 
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iT 
16. 
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20. 
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22. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 
| INTERCESSION 


Let Us THANK Gop : 


For His beatin on the Sunday Sctiog’ Teachers’ Training | Class 
held in Tahsien last spring ; ; and on the more recent evangelistic 


campaign there. 


For the evidences of the Holy Spirit’s working during the Students’ 
Retreat in Chengtu, and the testimonies given at the final meeting. 


For the number of prisoners and warders baptised in the prison in 
Chungking as a result of the witness of theological students. 


For.all the contributions for the work in West China received through 
the D.A.W.C. during the past year. For His blessing on the Day of 
Prayer and Gifts and the Annual Meeting of the Association. 


For the fellowship in prayer and service of our four Vice-Presidents 


recently called Home ; and especially for all the help given to the 


Association by the late Rev. W. H. Aldis. ° 


Let Us PRAY : 


the work of the Theological able and conse- 


crated men may be found to staff them ; and for the students just — 


_ finishing their training and starting work in various places. For all 
the men and women offering themselves for service in the Church in 
West China, that they may be so prepared and trained nd God that 
they may be “ throughly furnished unto all good wor 


For the reopened Women’s Bible Training School in ice | ae 


that the Christian students may so live and bear witness that those 
not yet Christians may be truly won for Christ. For the Women 
Workers’ Retreat planned for this autumn. aS 


For all the work of Bible Schools and Students’ Conferences. 


For missionaries recently returning or returned to their work in 


West China. 
For the complete restoration of Dr. and Mrs. Chang’s little girl. 


That God in His mercy will grant, if it-is His Will, that there may 
_ be no Communist invasion of Szechwan. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. we thank 
Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself by the 
precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 
Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
throughout the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 
Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 
for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 
sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Ev ‘erlasting | 
Kingdom. | 
Finally, we pray that "Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen al) 
who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 
cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and~ 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus» 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Editor of the ** Bulletin ”’ 


“Miss F.. Hucres-HA.tetrt, —Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 


To whom all communications should be addressed. 


The Bulletin is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 


‘charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 


Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 
but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 


_of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 


for the work in that part of China. The Organizing Secretary will 


be glad to give further information on request. 
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